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BRITISH  GUIANA. 

By  Consul  George  E.  Clianiberlin,  Georgeto-^vn,  August  9. 

The  commerce  and  industries  of  British  Guiana  in  1916  continued 
to  make  favorable  progress.  Sugar,  rice,  and  balata,  the  three  lead- 
ing products  of  the  colony,  showed  good  yields  and  brought  high 
prices,  which  made  for  the  prosperity  of  the  entire  district.  Mer- 
chants were  handicapped  to  some  extent  by  inability  to  secure  the 
exact  kind  and  quantities  of  merchandise  desired,  but  they  did  a 
good  business  and  with  the  advancing  prices  increased  the  volume 
of  their  trade  and  realized  the  most  satisfactory  profits  in  recent 
years. 

The  difficulty  in  securing  goods  from  England  and  other  Euro- 
pean countries  has  resulted  in  a  material  change  in  the  direction  of 
trade  favorable  to  the  United  States  in  both  imports  and  exports. 

Little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  financing  the  trade  of  the 
colony,  although  rates  of  exchange  were  above  normal.  There  "were 
no  failures  of  consequence,  and  merchants  were  able  to  meet  their 
obligations  promptly.     Many  of  their  purchases  were  for  cash. 

Sugar,  Kice,  and  Balata  Production  and  Exports. 

The  area  under  sugar  on  September  30,  1916,  was  77,167  acres,  an 
increase  of  1,432  acres  over  the  previous  year.  The  production  of 
sugar  for  export  was  101,650  tons,  valued  at  $10,082,005,  as  com- 
pared with  116,224  tons,  $0,882,972,  in  1915.  The  local  consump- 
tion of  this  product  is  about  7  per  cent  of  the  annual  output.  The 
decrease  was  due  to  less  favorable  weather  conditions  and  a  shortage 
of  labor,  but  the  lessened  production  was  more  than  offset  by  the 
increase  in  price. 

Rice  cultivation  has  steadily  advanced;  the  production  in  1916 
was  approximately  70,000,000  pounds,  of  which  29,139,265  pounds 
were  exported,  an  increase  of  8,849,697  poimds  over  the  exports  in 
1915.  Prior  to  its  cultivation  in  British  Guiana  the  average  amount 
imported  for  local  consumption  Avas  39,000,000  pounds,  so  that  the 
product  is  fast  taking  the  place  among  exports  that  it  formerly 
occupied  among  imports.  There  is  a  steady  demand  for  Crown 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  growing  the  cereal,  and  in  every  district 
rice  mills  are  springing  up.  The  lack  of  labor  is  a  handicap,  but 
mechanical  appliances  may  go  far  toward  solving  this  difficulty. 
One  East  Inclian  farmer  imported  a  caterpillar  tractor  and  plows, 
wdiich  proved  very  satisfactory.  Oxen  are  also  being  used  more  ex- 
tensively for  plowing  where  the  work  was  formerly  done  by  hand. 

The  output  of  balata  in  1916  was  greater  than  in  many  years, 
the  quantity  on  which  royalty  w^as  paid  being  1,478,631  pouiVds. 
The  price  of  this  product  has  been  unusually  high,  and  the  industry, 
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employing  4,1"<'2  laborers,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.     The  quan- 
tity of  rubber  exported  was  15,58(5  pounds,  as  compared  with  4,603 
in  1915.     The  leaf  di.sease  prevalent  for  several  years  seems  to  be 
abating. 
Development  of  Cattle  Raising. 

The  demand  for  Crown  lands  for  cattle  raising  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. It  has  been  proved  that  British  Guiana  is  suited  for  this 
purpose,  but  until  comparatively  recent  years  there  has  been  no 
attempt  at  systematic  ranching  because  practically  every  manager 
of  a  sugar  estate  possessed  a  herd  of  cattle  that  grazed  on  the  aban- 
doned or  fallow  lands  of  the  estate,  and  these  herds  supplied  local 
demands.  With  the  growth  of  the  rice  industry,  however,  lands 
hitherto  available  for  grazing  have  been  devoted  to  rice,  and  most 
of  the  herds  have  been  divided  and  purchased  bj''  small  farmers^ 
principally  East  Indians — who  give  more  attention  to  dairying  than 
to  cattle  raising  for  slaughter.  This  has  tended  to  create  a  shortage 
of  beef  cattle  that  has  increased  the  price  of  meat  and  led  to  the 
formation  of  local  companies  for  financing  and  carrjdng  on  cattle 
ranching  on  modern  business  lines,  with  encouraging  results. 

The  most  suitable  lands  are  the  savannas  in  the  hinterland  of  the 
colony,  but  these  require  transportation  facilities  for  proper  develop- 
ment, although  it  is  perfectly  feasible  to  cut  trails  over  which  cattle 
can  be  driven  to  the  rivers,  where  transportation  to  Georgetown 
Avould  not  be  difficult.  Such  a  project  is  now  being  considered 
by  the  Government.  [See  Commerce  Keports  for  Oct.  15,  191T.] 
There  are  also  large  areas  of  excellent  savanna  lands  well  drained 
for  ranching  purposes  and  accessible  to  steamer  communications. 
Nine  applications  were  filed  during  the  year  for  cattle  grazing  rights 
over  blocks  of  50  square  miles  each. 
Gold  and  Diamond  Mining. 

The  amount  of  gold  produced  during  1916,  37,129  ounces,  A'alued 
at  $651,712,  was  the  lowest  since  1890.  There  were  no  rich  finds 
and  fewer  men  went  into  the  gold  fields  because  the  rise  in  the  cost 
of  foodstuffs  made  it  more  difficult  for  small  claimholders  and  tribu- 
ters  to  earn  a  living. 

Placer  mining,  which  is  entirely  used  by  the  local  gold-digger, 
produced  24,057  ounces.  The  entire  decrease  in  the  year's  output 
comes  under  this  head,  the  principal  declines  being  in  the  Mazaruni 
and  Cuyuni  districts.  Dredging  work  was  steadily  carried  on  by 
the  two  companies  operating  in  the  Potaro  district  with  satisfactory 
^^esults.  The  amount  of  gold  produced  was  11,967  ounces,  which  is 
slightW  above  the  noriMil  production  bj'^  this  method. 

Quartz  mining  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  The  principal  mine 
closed  in  October,  1916,  after  producing  1,103  ounces  of  gold,  and 
there  is  no  indication  of  work  being  continued  in  the  near  future. 

Diamond  mining  was  the  most  productive  in  recent  3'ears  owing 
to  the  higher  price  obtainable  and  the  size  of  the  stones  f  oimd.  There 
were  93,782  stones,  weighing  16,408  carats,  declared  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Mines.  Stones  of  from  1  to  3  carats  were  fairly 
common;  seven  ranged  from  4  to  6  carats,  and  four  from  6  to  9 
carats,  all  from  the  Mazaruni  district.  This  is  the  highest  produc- 
tion since  1900,  and  2,693  carats  above  the  record  for  the  16-year 
period. 
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Other  Mineral  Deposits — lumber  Exports. 

Seventeen  licenses  to  explore  for  mineral  oil  were  issued,  and  two 
others  were  granted  to  prospect  for  oil  by  means  of  drilling  over 
lands  previously  held  under  exploration  licenses. 

"Work  was  continued  on  the  deposits  of  bauxite  covering  an  area 
of  some  22,000  acres  located  on  the  Demerara  Eiver.  Similar  de- 
posits are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  but  the  Govern- 
ment has  discontinued  the  granting  of  leases  for  Crown  lands  con- 
taining bauxite  until  after  the  war. 

The  qunntity  of  timber  exported  was  somewhat  above  that  of  1915, 
but  less  than  half  that  exported  previous  to  the  war.  The  lack  of 
shipping  facilities  hampered  this  industry.  Owing  to  the  high  price 
of  coal  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  firewood  cut  for  local 
consumption  and  also  for  export  to  the  near-by  "West  India  Lslands, 
the  quantity  exported  being  10,364  tons,  against  an  average  of  about 
9,000  tons  during  the  past  four  years.  The  local  consumption  was 
67.8G9  tons,  about  11.000  tons  greater  than  in  previous  3^ears.  In 
1916,  2,355,750  shingles  were  cut  and  exported,  the  most  since  1912; 
and  48,386  cubic  feet  of  crabwood  (British  Guiana  mahogany)  was 
cut,  chiefly  for  local  use. 

Marked  Increase  in  Foreign  Commerce. 

The  foreign  trade  of  British  Guiana  was  the  most  prosperous  in 
recent  years,  the  total  being  $28,548,647,  an  increase  of  $3,737,979 
over  1915,  and  consisting  of  $10,509,931  imports  and  $18,038,716  ex- 
ports. The  foreign  commerce  of  the  colony  has  increased  about  70 
per  cent  in  the  past  five  years,  as  shown  by  the  following  table : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  trade. 

1912 

$8, 176, 106 
7,750,988 
7, 665, 530 
8, 796, 247 

10, 509, 931 

$8,633,264 
10,526,976 
12, 590,  707 
16,014,421 
18, 038,  716 

$16, 809, 370 

1913 . . ; 

18, 277, 964 

1914 

20, 256, 237 

1915 ». 

24, 810, 668 

1916 

28, 548, 647 

The  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  British  Guiana  by  principal 
countries  durino-  1915  and  1916  are  ffiven  in  this  statement: 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915 

1910 

1915 

1916 

British  East  Indies 

S379, 644 

218, 646 

1,329,057 

37,  733 

50, 953 

72, 162 

05,  717 

95, 304 

32, 200 

30, 654 

4,237,733 

2,201,470 

22,090 

22,  882 

$453,518 

407, 371 

1, 534, 693 

21, 507 

32,205 

80,620 

13, 215' 

91,303 

21,851 

41,048 

4, 569, 571 

3, 120, 171 

107, 489 

15, 369 

British  West  Indies 

$739, 815 

5,477,957 

$1, 076, 480 

Canada 

6,  752, 059 

Denmark . .  . 

Dutch  Guiana 

451,113 

1,754,172 

206,  848 

819 

722, 471 

France 

1  319  675 

French  G'.iana 

141,484 

Netherlands 

21, 842 

Portugal 

Portuguese  po ;  cssions 

United  Kingdom 

6,810,261 

527, 985 

2,777 

42,644 

6,131,249 

1,790,275 

4,205 

United  States 

Venezuela 

All  other  countries 

78, 976 

Total 

8,796,247 

10,509,931 

16, 014, 421 

18, 038, 716 

The  United  Kingdom  had  the  largest  share — 37  per  cent — of  the 
total  trade  of  the  colony  in  1916,  consisting  of  43.5  pei-  cent  of  the 
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imports  and  33.9  per  cent  of  the  exports,  but  its  proportion  was  less 
by  7.5  per  cent  than  in  1915.  Canada's  share  in  the  aggregate  trade 
was  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  it  having  increased 
only  0.46  per  cent.  The  United  States  participated  in  16.5  per  cent 
of  the  total  trade,  an  increase  of  5.5  per  cent.  The  United  States 
supplied  29.69  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  being  second  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  took  9.92  per  cent  of  the  exports.  The  actual 
increase  in  imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  was  41.5  per 
cent  over  the  previous  year,  and  exports  to  that  country  increased  by 
239  per  cent. 
Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  British  Guiana  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Animals:  Mules 

A  pparel 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  ex- 
plosives  

Bags  and  sacks,  not  paper  or 

cotton 

Beer  and  ale 

Bicycles 

Bicycle  parts 

Biscuits,  bread,  and  cakes 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bricks 

Brooms  and  brashes 

Bullion  and  coin 

Butter 

Cacao .'. 

Cattle  and  other  animal  foods. 

Cemcut 

Cheese 

Chemicals 

Chinaware  and  pottery 

Coal 

Coke  and  patent  fuel 

CoHec 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish: 

Canned 

Mackerel  and  salmon 

Smoked  and  dried 

other 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ghee 

C* lass  and  glassware 

Grain,  flour,  etc.: 

Floiu' 

Grain  and  mixtures 

Pulse 

other 

Grease 

Gums,  balata,  etc 

Haberdashery  and  millinery.. 

Hardware 

Hats  and  bonnets 

Hemp  manufactures 

1  m])lements  and  tools 

I-ard 

Leather 

Leather  manufactures  other 

than  boots  and  saddlery 

Lime 

Macliincry: 

Mining 

Kice 


1915 


$50, 773 
118,258 

12,948 

230,945 

120, 741 
12, 824 
14, 449 
31,098 
25, 423 

132,991 
23, 156 
10, 787 

245, 147 

128,005 

7,231 

14, 755 

46, 276 

38,096 

118,988 
10,975 

177, 199 
13,211 
4,217 
14,257 
57,972 

21, 745 
768, 370 
135, 596 

13,327 

38,672 
17, 623 
235, 125 
11,028 
54, 962 
32,264 
19,666 

942, 730 
132, 766 
189, 274 
18,735 
7,482 
10,763 
111,270 
84,189 
61,525 
26, 777 
64, 431 
28,280 
15,754 

12,383 
22,778 

20,316 
21,243 


1916 


S67, 886 
167,215 

20,590 

323,333 

126,269 
11,957 
13, 845 
24, 156 
21,674 

158, 616 
33,456 
12,515 

384, 167 

179, 822 

9,228 

13, 681 

79, 551 

40, 388 

173,678 
10, 852 

222, 983 

23, 202 

4,600 

20,095 

S3, 080 

34,286 
532, 614 
168, 596 

18, 391 

56,388 
20, 582 
299, 559 
16,764 
58, 340 
45, 474 
34, 510 

1,087,225 

147,045 

194,945 

23,054 

11,724 

13,041 

101,576 

110, 027 

74,200 

36,117 

68, 131 

55, 485 

17, 295 

22,775 
24,794 

26,832 
28,466 


Articles. 


Machinery— Continued. 

Serving  machines 

Sugar 

other , 

Manure: 

Chemical 

other , 

Matches 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork,  salted ... 

Canned 

other 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Metals  and  manufactures  of: 
Brass,  and  manufactures  of 
Iron- 
Bars ,  rods ,  shec  ts ,  and 

plates 

Bolts,      nuts,      and 

chains 

Galvanized  and  corru- 
gated sheets 

Hoop 

Nails  and  spikes 

Ri\  ets,  clinchers,  wire, 

and  wire  fencing 

Other 

Milk,  condensed 

Motor  cars 

Motor-car  parts 

Motorcycles  and  parts , 

Musicalinstruments , 

Oils : 

Petroleum- 
Crude , 

Refined , 

Petrol 

Other 

Opium  and  preparations , 

Paints 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Perfumery 

Provisions , 

Railway  rolling  stock 

Rubber    and     gutta-percha 

manufactures 

Salt 

Seeds 

Silk 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits: 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whisky 

Other 

Stationery , 


1915 


$13,724 
327, 828 
118,910 

746,035 

29, 152 

5,338 

256, 783 
11,925 
44,703 
76, 037 

3,524 


16,004 

14, 279 

65, 874 
27,986 
21,490 

20,251 
37, 962 
48,034 
32,:564 
28, 691 
5,US2 
17, 450 


8,348 
95,650 
27,201 
157.420 
24, 555 
38, 827 

14,116 
87,922 
11,294 
14,702 
24,  t^2 

11,418 
22, 785 
27,311 
36,072 
98,234 
8,058 

12, 327 
21,009 
46, 136 
56, 383 
12,394 


1916 


121,525 
488,047 
152,428 

935, 753 
35,950 
20,078 

250,251 

9,271 

55,917 

101, 642 

8,932 


38,660 

28, 548 

65,937 
46,623 
31,443 

35,595 
46,351 
64, 738 
73,201 
37, 536 
5,626 
8,?19 


9,973 
140,566 
47, 781 
252, 838 
15,756 
60,839 

40, 266 

158,807 

13, 545 

14,958 

8,860 

12,229 
25, 622 
26,362 
34,617 
150,306 
13,064 

9,460 
30, 128 
67, 134 
43,249 
17,983 
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Articles. 


Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Leaf 

Other 

Toys  and  games '. . 

Vegetables: 

Dried  and  canned. . 

Fresh 

Onions  and  garlic 

Wine 


521,445 
21,677 

14,088 
44,920 
8f.,S95 
S,337 

7,035 
1G9,9G1 
44,922 
32.729 


191(5 


«20, 
25, 

19, 
53, 
97, 
11, 

6, 
180, 
GO, 
37, 


Articles. 


Wood  and  timber: 

Lumber 

Shooks 

Staves  and  headings 

Sash,  blinds,  doors,  cas- 
kets, office  and  store 

fixtures 

Other 

Wool  manufactures 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


5110,950 
37,533 
264,010 


15,930 
45,427 
88,875 
184,865 


8,7S6,247 


$1.36, 
33. 
140, 


21, 

15, 

113, 

224, 


523 
.503 

937 


2.39 
276 
049 
135 


10,509,931 


Changes  in  Various  Items. 

Bags  and  sacks  are  used  chiefly  in  the  sugar  and  rice  industries, 
and  the  increase  in  the  production  of  the  latter  crop  and  the  higher 
prices  caused  the  gain  in  imports.  The  prosperous  condition  of 
the  colony  was  reflected  in  the  increased  imports  of  motor  cars,  the 
number  received  being  147,  against  57  in  1915;  121  were  brought 
from  the  United  States,  24  from  Canada,  and  2  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  Most  of  these  cars  sold  locally  at  from  $600  to  $1,200. 
The  gain  in  cement  was  due  to  the  construction  of  a  reinforced  con- 
crete sea  wall  and  the  building  of  a  new  Eoman  Catholic  cathedral. 
Flour  shows  a  gain  of  28,512  bags,  owing  to  larger  stocks  at  the 
close  of  the  year  rather  than  to  increased  consumption. 

The  prosperous  condition  of  the  sugar  industry  explains  the 
larger  importation  of  machinery.  Practically  all  the  sugar  mills  of 
the  colony  were  in  need  of  new  equipment  and  large  sums  still  ha\o 
to  be  expended  to  bring  many  of  them  up  to  the  standard  of  a  modern 
plant.  Although  imports  of  lumber  increased  by  nearly  1,000.000 
feet,  there  was  a  shortage  of  this  material  for  building  purposes  in 
the  local  market  and  if  transportation  facilities  could  have  been 
secured  the  gain  would  have  been  much  larger. 

Cotton  piece  goods  show  the  greatest  decrease,  7,168.363  yards  less 
being  imported  than  in  1915  with  a  diiference  in  value  of  $235,756. 
There  was  a  marked  advance  in  the  price  of  these  goods  and  stoclrs 
at  the  end  of  the  3^ear  were  much  below  normal.  Staves  and  head- 
ings declined  by  over  1,000,000  pieces  and  $123,000. 

Imports  from  United  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  in  1916 : 


Articles. 


Animals 

Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks 

Beer  and  ale 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

Bicycle  and  tricycle  parts 

Biscuits,  bread,  etc 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bullion  and  coin 

Butter 

Cattle  food:  Oil  cake , 

Cement 

Cheese , 


United 
States. 


S69, 243 

44,360 

8,046 

31, 567 

342 

113 

10, 999 

3,037 

93, 691 

7,296 

68,  734 

12,117 

50, 140 

12,250 


United 
Kingdom. 


.?24 

120,548 

311,454 

87, 863 

11,340 

13,  721 

2,963 

17, 961 

56, 765 

118,599 

16, 836 


29, 411 
2,216 


Articles. 


Chemicals 

Coal 

Coke  and  patent  fuel.. 

Confectionery 

Cordage  andtwine 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

other 

Electrical  apparatus. . 
Fish: 

Canned 

other 

Fruits  and  nuts 


United 

States. 


897,841 
66,801 


4,494 
10, 130 

25,839 

180, 170 

31, 279 

10, 642 

39,  710 
100,917 
30, 144 


United 
Kingdom. 


$61. 108 
155;  172 
23,202 
15. 136 
64, 569 

8,225 
348,  492 
104, 751 

7,r;-i2 

8,016 

1,042 

22,326 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


Articles. 


Gliiss  and  glassware 

Grain  and  four: 

Flour 

Pulse 

Other 

nabcrdashery  and  millinery. 

Hardware 

Hats  and  bonnets 

IJenip  manufactures 

Implements  and  tools 

Lard 

Leather 

Lime 

Machinery: 

Mining 

Eice 

Sewing  machines 

Sugar 

Other 

Manure,  chemical 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork,  salted 

Canned 

Other 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 
Iron — 
Bars,  rods,  sheets,  and 

plates 

Bolls, nuts,  and  chains 
Galvanized  and  corru- 
gated sheets 

Hoop 

Nails  and  spikes 

Rivits,  wu'e,  and  wire 

fencing 

Other 


United 
States. 


S12, 939 

21S, 552 

10,035 

56, 883 

10,118 

28,940 

8,317 

1,473 

21,204 

55,308 

17,383 

571 

4,924 
23,260 
20,317 
57, 886 
56, 613 
46,454 

249, 744 
4,486 
47, 755 
39, 713 


24, 314 
1,286 

47, 323 

21,422 

1,804 

14, 246 
26, 294 


United 
Kingdom. 


$15,361 


10,008 
10, 847 
90,330 
79,098 
65, 692 
34, 033 
46, 764 
101 
18, 813 
13, 920 

21,908 

5,206 

996 

429,914 

89,266 

875, 178 

377 

4,670 

6, 788 

54,455 


14, 246 
27, 245 

18, 560 
25, 201 
10, 819 

20, 340 
23.671 


Articles. 


Milk,  condensed 

Motor  cars 

Motor-car  parts 

Oils: 

Petroleum ,  refined 

Petrol 

Other 

Paints. 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Provisions 

Salt 

Seeds 

Silk 

Soap 

Spirits: 

^\hiskv 

Other 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

■  Leaf 

Other 

Vegetables,  fresh 

"\^■ine 

Wood  and  timber: 

Lumber 

Shooks 

Staves  and  headings,  oak 

Wool  manufac  lures 

All  other  articles , 


United  j   United 
States.   jKingdom. 


$805 
60,907 
21,211 

138, S19 

24;  339 

179,657 

6,.S30 

10, 155 

34,597 

1,719 

939 

2,446 

3,144 

21,070 


$50,235 
2,009 
13,728 


Total. 


8,565 
4,586 
20, 193 
1,205 

2,598 
52,881 

214 
30,805 

655 

61,  %7 
33,503 
124,671 

7,078 
124, 456 


43,514 
43,623 

24,068 
74,352 
11,924 
21,460 
16,457 
30,695 
129,096 

67,130 
19,409 
12,822 
420 
20,063 

15,021 
102 
96,663 
14,188 
13,857 

11,863 


13, 843 
101,538 
96,592 


3,120,171     4,569,571 


The  principal  articles  imported  from  Canada  and  their  value  in 
191G  were:  Cheese,  $25,867;  fish,  $229,672;  flour,  863,693;  grain  and 
mixtures,  $101,42l';  fresh  vegetables,  $93,810:  and  lumber,  $66,052; 
total,  including  all  other  articles,  $1,534,693. 

France  sent  goods  worth  $80,620  to  British  Guiana  in  1916,  of 
which  $59,457  represented  shipments  of  butter. 

Exports  from  British  Guiana. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $2,024,295  in  the  value  of  exports  from 
British  Guiana  in  1916.  The  chief  commodities  and  their  value 
during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Animals 

?29,184 

784,089 
1,015,152 

8,508 

48,853 
6,108 
35, 298 
31, 280 
15,128 
19,392 
35, 906 
51,369 

$32,932 

848,541 

747,501 

6,055 

26,2.56 

8,240 

34, 137 

28,076 

Hides 

$15, 595 
2,192,279 

115,840 

153,068 
9, 767, 132 

$14,227 
3, 033, 133 

Balata 

Rum 

Bullion,  gold 

Sugar: 

Molasses  sugar  .  . 

Cacao 

75, 783 

Cattle    and    other    animal 
foods: 

Sugar    from  Dutch 

19,358 
10.  OOfv  222 

Molascuit 

'   Other  sugar 

Other 

Wood  and  timber: 

Firewood 

Charcoal 

IS,  348            22, 414 

Coconuts 

62,300            S7  fi7fi 

Coconut  oil 

Shingles 

10,251 
30,450 

12,940 
35,965 

Coffee,  raw 

48,677 
61,808 
14.3,044 
14,912 

15, 333 

10, 26S 

1,043,502 

Other 

Cotton  piece  goods 

All  other  articles   (chiefly 

Diamonds 

904,097       1,661,716 

Fish 

Total 

Grain: 

17,041 

16,014,421  1  18.038.716 

Flour 

Pulse 

Rice 

647,843 

Export  Trade  Reviewed. 

Exports  of  sugar,  rum,  rice,  diamonds,  balata,  coffee,  wood  and 
timber,  and  cotton  piece  goods  all  show  substantial  increases  in  1916. 
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The  quantitj'  of  sugar  exported  was  274,127  hiindrechveight  less  than 
in  1915,  but  the  value  was  greater  by  $239,090;  shipments  of  rum 
were  smaller  by  534,580  gallons,  but  valued  at  $840,854  more  than 
in  the  previous  year,  practically  all  being  taken  by  the  United  King- 
dom. Rice  ranks  third  in  the  exports  of  the  year  under  review, 
gaining  75,585  hundredweight  and  $395,659  over  1915.  The  quantity 
of  balata  exported  was  slightly  less  than  in  1915,  but  the  higher  price 
resulted  in  an  increased  value  of  $64,452. 

The  value  of  diamond  exports  was  nearly  three  times  that  of  1915, 
and  there  are  indications  that  the  increase  will  continue.  Shipments 
of  coffee  were  the  most  satisfactory  in  recent  years,  the  quantity  ex- 
ported being  nearly  three  times  that  of  1915  and  the  value  $29,285 
greater.  There  were  slight  increases  in  the  exportation  of  all  classes 
of  wood  and  timber,  with  greenheart  showing  the  largest  gain.  The 
increase  in  the  export  of  cotton  piece  goods  was  due  to  a  greater  de- 
mand from  Dutch  Guiana  and  French  Guiana.  The  shipment  of 
gold  decreased  by  16,531  ounces,  and  in  value  by  $267,651.  due  to 
less  successful  mining  operations  in  1916.  The  export  trade  of  the 
colony  generally  was  highly  satisfactory. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1916,  according  to  in- 
voices certified  at  the  consulate  at  Georgetown,  were  valued  at 
$1,379,431  more  than  in  1915.  The  value  of  the  principal  articles  in 
the  past  two  years  appears  below : 


Articles. 


Balata 

Coconuts... 
Coconut  oil 

Coffee 

Gold 


1915 


S106,012 

22,049 

449 

966 

85,768 


1916 


$250,462 

19, 110 

7,490 

27, 116 

441,334 


Articles. 


Sugar 

Timber 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


$96, 716 
13,286 
1,539 


327,385 


$940, 840 
16, 609 
3,795 


American  goods  returned  in  1916  were  valued  at  $16,617,  as  com- 
pared with  $i9,112  in  1915.  One  shipment  of  greenheart  timber  to 
Porto  Eico,  valued  at  $474,  was  the  only  item  declared  for  the  insular 
possessions  of  the  United  States. 

Declared  Exports  from  Dutch  Guiana. 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Dutch  Guiana  in  1916, 
as  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Paramaribo,  increased  in  value 
bv  $111,825.  The  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  during 
1915  and  1916  follow : 


Articles. 


Balata. . 
Cacao... 
Gold.... 
Hides. . . 
Jewelry. 


1915 


3191,044 

202, 405 

740, 656 

1,630 


1916 


$399,027 

382, 134 

555, 799 

5,693 

21,171 


Articles. 


Sugar 

Wood 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


621,071 

7,210 

54,890 


1,818,906 


540,865 
9,990 
15,016 


1,930,731 


Increased  Trade  Taxes  Shipping  Accommodations. 

There  was  no  interruption  to  shipping  between  Georgetown  and 
the  United  States  in  1916,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  has  largely  increased  its  trade  with  the  colony  there  was 
difficulty,  in  securing  sftace,   especially   for  imports.     The   Quebec 
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Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.)  and  the  Trinidad  Shipping  &  Trading  Co. 
(Ltd.)  operated  their  steamers  between  NeAv  York  and  Georgetown 
via  the  West  Indies,  the  latter  line  calling  at  Paramaribo;  sailings 
were  at  intervals  of  10  days  to  two  weeks.  The  Raporal  Line 
steamers  also  made  several  voyages  to  this  port  during  the  year.. 
The  sailings  of  the  Caribbean  and  Southern  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.) 
to  Georgetown  from  Mobile  and  other  Gulf  ports  Avere  irregular, 
but  a  number  of  sailing  vessels  arrived  from  those  ports,  chiefly 
with  lumber  and  petroleum  products. 

The  Eoyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co,  operated  a  bimonthly  service 
between  Halifax  and  this  port.  Other  foreign  ser\ices  are  the 
Booker  Bros.  Line,  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.,  and  the  Direct 
Line  Joint  Cargo  Service  between  England  and  Georgetown;  and 
a  monthly  French  mail  service  to  France  via  the  French  West 
Indies.  All  of  these  maintained  their  service  throughout  1916  with 
some  variations  in  schedules. 

The  Government  and  Sprostons  (Ltd.)  continued  to  operate  the 
coastwise  and  river  lines,  but  with  somewhat  less  frequent  sailings. 
Shipping  Statistics — Customs  Revenue, 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  that  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  various  ports  of  the  colonv  during  the  year,  the  total 
being  3,551  vessels  of  770,061  tons,  as  against  3,698  vessels  of  943,876 
tons  during  1915. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  steamers  and  sailing 
vessels  entered  at  the  various  ports  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Ports. 

1915 

1916 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number.      Tons. 

456 
6 
269 
746 
387 

465,947 

881 

4,791 

9.35 

3S7 

399 
6 
274 
762 
370 

379,028 
413 

3,502 
8.53 

Morawhanna 

Yarikita  Station    

.^7(1 

Total 

1,864        472.941 

1,811         .^R4.1fifi 

The  principal  nationalities  represented  by  the  steamers  that  en- 
entered  in  1916  were:  American,  7  of  9,403  tons;  British,  150  of 
289,537  tons;  Dutch,  201  of  35,483  tons;  French,  38  of  28,397  tons; 
total,  including  others,  404  steamers  of  367,168  tons,  against  456 
steamers  of  457,321  tons  in  1916. 

The  net  revenue  of  the  customs  department  in  1916  was  $2,370,943, 
an  increase  of  $207,956  over  the  previous  year.  Aside  from  import 
duties  the  sources  Avere:  Tonnage  dues,  $52,420;  light  dues,  $15,965; 
excise  rum  duty,  $418,586;  export  duties — on  sugar,  85  cents  per 
ton,  $84,677;  on  rum,  1  cent  per  proof  gallon,  $41,413,  and  on  rice, 
3|  cents  per  100  pounds,  $10,002.  Goods  admitted  under  the  Cana- 
dian-West Indian  Reciprocity  Agreement  were  responsible  for  a 
loss  of  $40,549  in  revenue  to  the  colony. 
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